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the second chapter. The value of the data collected by Dr. Falconer is readily 
understood when it is recalled that the districts he has visited belong to a zone 
of transition between the fully developed deserts of Northern Africa and the 
well-watered regions of the equator. 

The stratigraphic notes forming the bulk of the book's material will doubt- 
less be used to advantage in the eventual solution of the problems in the strati- 
graphy of this hitherto ill-known region. The author and his collaborators 
deserve due credit for the attempt made to correlate the evidences of Tertiary 
disturbances in Northern Nigeria with the far-reaching phenomena now known 
to have taken place farther north at the same period. At the same time the 
sequence of events in the course of the Tertiary eruptions is not taken up with 
sufficient detail. The mere hinting at the limits of petrographic provinces is 
premature at this stage of our knowledge of the erstwhile igneous activity pre- 
vailing in that region. We cannot refrain from noting that practically no 
reference is made to the work of American geologists in the Great Basin region 
where the manifestations of Tertiary vulcanism have been studied in detail. 

Under the caption of Appendix i some very meager notes of the mineral 
resources of the Protectorate are crowded into some six pages of large type text. 
This is regrettable. In the first place, because data of economic value have 
nowadays become the great stimuli of scientific research. Secondly, because of 
the high value of mineralogic types in the determination of metalliferous pro- 
vinces where the presence of either a single mineral or of a group of minerals 
often furnishes the key to the solution of many an important regional problem. 
The two-fold impressions gathered from the text of Dr. Falconer's work is that, 
while the region gives evidence of its being economically important if attention 
is bestowed upon the geologic data given, yet, on the other hand, such is not the 
case were one to base himself on the paucity of material used in the compilation 
of the report on mineral resources. 

A second appendix is devoted to the enumeration of Upper Cretaceous fos- 
sils found, carefully prepared photographic reductions of which are used as 
illustrations. Considering the work as a whole, it may be asserted that too 
much praise cannot be given to the author and his collaborators for the splendid 
pioneer work they have presented in this volume. Leon Dominian. 

ASIA 

Atlas zur Geschichte der Kartographie der Japanischen Inseln, 

nebst dem Hollandischen Journal der Reise Mathys Quasts und A. J. Tasmans 
zur Entdeckung der Goldinseln im Osten von Japan i. d. J. 1639 und dessen 
Deutscher Ubersetzung. By Paul Graf Teleki. XII and 184 pp. Numerous maps 
in text with twenty full-page map reproductions. Budapest, 1909. 
The author includes under the term "Japanische Inseln" all those which now 
constitute the Empire of Japan. His work, as stated above, embraces, not only 
the history of the cartography of this region, with numerous reproductions of 
early maps, but the accounts of the journeys of Quast and Vries in the year 
1639 and 1643, which accounts occupy about one-half of the entire atlas. Though 
the author confesses to a want of knowledge of the Japanese, Chinese, Spanish, 
and Portuguese languages, he has given us a remarkably fine piece of work 
which, he expresses the hope, will encourage others to make further research 
in the same field. Pari I treats especially of "Zipangu," first knowledge of 
which, in Europe during the Middle Ages, appears to have been derived from 
Marco Polo. That knowledge, however, is shown to have been very inexact in 
a chapter treating of the cartographical representations of the island before the 
discovery of America. Its first representation appears in the Catalan map of 
1375, based upon the word of the great Asiatic traveler. Though not bearing 
the name Zipangu, a legend on this map tells of the existence of rich islands in 
that locality. On the Fra Mauro Map of 1459, it appears under the name 
"Ziripagi," and it is likewise represented on the Behaim and the Leon globes, 
as well as on the Toscanelli map, assuming, as does the author, that there was 
a Toscanelli map, which assumption is probably contrary to fact. An interest- 
ing chapter treats of the influence of the discovery of America on the knowledge 
of Japan and its cartographical representation, at the time of which discovery 
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the information possessed still rested on the word of Marco Polo. In the efforts 
to determine the relation of the East Asiatic coast to the West coast of America, 
Japan is represented now nearer one coast, now nearer the other, being moved 
about in the Pacific much as were the fabulous islands of an earlier day in the 
Atlantic, until the visit of the Portuguese near the middle of the sixteenth 
century. 

Sixty-eight maps are referred to and described between 1502 and 1550, in 
which there is representation of the island, but the confusion of cartographers 
is particularly noted, beginning in the second half of this period. With some 
of these cartographers, it was laid down as a part of Asia, with others it was 
identified as one of the West India Islands. 

Part II opens with a consideration of the discovery of Japan by the Portu- 
guese in the year 1542, and of the accounts of their discovery and subsequent 
relations with the Island as given by Galvano and the Jesuit missionaries who 
accompanied and followed Francis Xavier. Among the new maps of the region 
which are of Portuguese origin the author gives full description and explanation 
of such important publications as are those of Diego Homen of the years 1558, 
1561, 1568, of Vaz Dourando, of Lazaro Luiz, and of Henricus a Langren, 
whose map appears in the Itinerario and Reys-Geschrift of Linschoten. In 
this last named work we find an account, fully analyzed by Graf Teleki, of 
the transplanting of Portuguese knowledge to Holland, Portugal failing to keep 
in control her attempted trade monopoly with Japan. 

In the closing years of the Sixteenth Century, the Netherlands became the 
center, not only of great commercial enterprises embracing within their scope 
the regions of the Far East, but also the great center of the reform movements 
in map-making. The author refers to the work of Mercator, Ortelius, Jode, 
Hondius and Langren, with special reference to their representations of the 
regions here in question. In that part of his work in which Graf Teleki calls 
attention to the journeys of Quast and Vries, he gives the original record with 
a parallel German translation. In his concluding chapters we find adequate 
treatment of the discoveries of the Russians and of their contribution to the 
geographic knowledge of Japan, with a record of the gradual acquaintance with 
the other islands of the empire to north and south, embracing Formosa and 
the Kuriles. To his work twenty full pages of splendid map reproductions are 
added, covering the period from 1492 to 1811, and a valuable bibliography. 
Graf Teleki's atlas is one of superior excellence, a model for those who have 
in contemplation a history of the cartography of any other single country. 

E. L. Stevenson. 

A Journey in Southern Siberia. The Mongols, Their Religion and Their 
Myths. By Jeremiah Curtin. xiv and 319 pp. Maps, ills., indexes. Little, 
Brown & Co., Boston. 1909. 3.9 x 6. 

Without being in any sense a philologist, the late Jeremiah Curtin was a 
facile linguist. His acquaintance with sixty languages is somewhat of a marvel 
to those who do not know how easy a new language is of acquisition by such 
as have passed their tenth language. This record of sixty languages means no 
more than that Mr. Curtin was equipped with a supply of tools beyond the 
provision which most literary men have. A tool-chest can be valued only by the 
product exhibiting the use made of its equipment. Frequently the polyglot 
student collects new languages much as a squirrel collects nuts; Mezzofanti, 
for a lucid instance of the case in point, is best remembered for his knowledge 
of fifty languages, yet his literary remains are comprised in but a single item, 
and that stupid. 

Curtin is best recalled as the translator of Sienkiewicz, a service now by no 
means so highly esteemed as when that Pole was a literary fashion. This little 
volume is of far more worth, for in it we have the results of Curtin's utiliza- 
tion of one of the obscurer languages of his acquisition, that of the Buriat, 
the little-known Mongols of Lake Baikal, on three sides of which and on its 
only island, Olkhon, they are now settled. The results are so valuable, the 
record is so intimate, as to move to great regret that Mr. Curtin did not more 
employ his linguistic equipment for independent product. 

The Buriat have received Russian study ere this, but it has altogether been 



